


met many like-minded people, as well as Mayor Baptiste and his
wife. They even performed a Bhutanese Buddhist chant to open
Francesco’s music and songwriting debut at Small Town Colfee to
a standing room only crowd. That was a big step for Rinpoche as
it was out of his normal comlfort zone to be with so many people
who were neither praying nor meditating — but it is precisely these
kinds of experiences that bring oul our inner strength and true
leadership skills.

Thanks to Carol
Yotsuda and the
Garden Island Arts
Council, Rinpoche
got to meet with the
beautiful  children
of Ni‘ithau; he and |
Hodo chanted for
them in Bhutanese
and the youth sang
songs in Hawaiian.
Rinpoche and Hodo
got 10 learn about
the Hawaiian culture
in many other ways
during their stay, .
including attending a lw'au and paddling up the Wailua River
(their first time in a boat!) thanks to Pua, Shelly, Rockie and Nazira
of the Kawaikini Canoe Club.

Way up in the mountains bordering Tibet and India, Bhutan, a
small country of 600,000, can be thought of as an isolated island
like ours. It shares many of the same challenges we do — from
threatened sovereignty to teen challenges. Kahuna Valley, through

its Mentor Ohana program, will be bridging youth programs
between Bhutan and Kaua'i in the areas of culwural awareness
and vocational/career education. Rinpoche will be active in these
programs as he has been given the big responsibility of being in
charge of his Sewela Monastery and two other smaller monasteries
in his country that house, feed and educate over 125 monks -
with virtually no funding by the government. Rinpoche says that

there are many young boys and girls that want 10 become monks
or nuns, but the monastery simply cannot afford to house these
impoverished or orphaned youth

Members of the Kaua'i Dharma Center down Kahuna Road from
Kahuna Valley have been wonderful at inviting Rinpoche 1o their
sanghagatherings, suppontinghisworkwithdonations,andauending
eventssuchasthe New Year Empowerment held at the Kahuna Valley
Retreat. Rinpoche
has led public
meditations at the
Retreat and offered
private healing
sessions o those

fortunate enough to

attend. Donations
helped support
the Rinpoches

monasteries  and
the monks he is
responsible for in
Bhutan.

Francesco Garripoli,
whohasheenleading
group study trips to Asia for the past 12 years, has been traveling to
Bhutan to work with the senior queen’s Youth Development Fund
Last year he led a group study trip there to raise awareness and
funds for the monasteries and nunneries in need of support and
he plans on leading other trips as he has time. He will be spending
the month of May there 1o live in Rinpoche’s monastery 1o assess
what can be done 1o help, and to take photographs to document
the conditions and the life of a Rinpoche who has been given lots
of responsibility for a young man trying to do good in the world. @

For more information or to make a donafion, please contact Kahuna Valley af

info@kahunavalley.org or visit
hitlp://www.kol Jorg/rinpoche-h.e. -truelku.him

....ond be sure ta sign up for the free newsletier fo be informed of
upcoming evenls and Rinpoche's return.



